


 
2nd November 
 

1) Miscellaneous 
 
International Internet Day 
 
International Internet Day is observed globally on 29th October. 
 
The day honours the sending of the 1st electronic message which was conveyed from one 
computer to another computer in the year 1969. 
 
Charley Kline, a student programmer at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 
discovered the transmission of first-ever electronic message in the world ‘LO’ on 29th 
October 1969 
 
During that era, the Internet was called ARPANET (Advanced Research Projects Agency 
Network). 
 

2) Defence and Security 
 
Air launched version of BrahMos missile test fired by Indian Air Force 
 
The Indian Air Force has successfully test fired an air-launched version of the BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile. 
 
The missile was test-fired from the Sukhoi fighter aircraft in the Bay of Bengal.  
 
The missile had successfully hit a sinking ship with pin-point accuracy. 
 
The Sukhoi fighter jet belongs to Tigersharks squadron and it took off from a frontline air 
base in Punjab. 
 
Quick Fact: The Indian Air Force (IAF) has collaborated with the BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missile for over 40 Sukhoi fighter jets. 
 

3) Miscellaneous 
 
National Unity Day: 31 October 
 
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day is observed all over the country every year on 
October 31. 
 
The day commemorates the birth anniversary of the Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. 
 
This year marks the 145th anniversary of the great leader. 
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He was the first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of Independent India. 
 
Quick Fact: The title ‘Sardar’ was bestowed on Vallabhbhai Patel by Women of Bardoli. 
 

4) International Affairs 
 
14th Asian Film Awards 2020 
 
Asian Film Awards was organized by the Asian Film Awards Academy.  
 
This was the 14th edition of the Awards. 
 
Indian movie Gully Boy received the award for the Best Original Score 
 
Parasite (South Korea) won the award for best film. 
 

5) National Affairs 
 
Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2020 for Rural India 
 
The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) for Rural India was released.  
 
The survey was done in 26 states and 4 Union Territories. 
 
According to the survey around 20 percent of children in rural areas had no access to 
textbooks. 
 
As per the report, around one in three rural children had not involved in learning activity at 
all. 
 
Quick Fact: It was released by an autonomous research and assessment unit Pratham 
Education Foundation. 
 
 

6) International Affairs 
 
New Zealand votes in favour of legalising euthanasia 
 
The citizens of New Zealand have voted in favor of illegalizing the euthanasia for people with 
a terminal illness. 
 
The decision was taken after a lot campaigns were organised that were saying that people 
who are suffering extreme pain should be given a choice of how and when they want to bring 
their life to an end. 
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Euthanasia is the practice of ending a life to relieve pain and suffering intentionally although 
different countries defines euthanasia differently. 
 
Euthanasia has been categorized into voluntary, non-voluntary and involuntary. 
 

7) National Affairs 
 
National Program and Project Management Policy Framework launched 
 
The NITI Aayog and Quality Council of India has launched the ‘National Program and Project 
Management Policy Framework’ (NPMPF).  
 
The objective of the framework is to bring radical reforms in the way infrastructure projects 
are executed in India. 
 
The NPMPF will help the nation realise the Prime Minister’s vision of an Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat. 
 
The framework will ensure the quality infrastructure by reducing costs and waste material. 
 

8) Business and Finance 
 
Multi-purpose smart card launched by DMRC & SBI card 
 
A contactless multi-purpose card was launched by the SBI Card in association with the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC). 
 
The card will function as a credit card as well as a Delhi Metro card. 
 
The Delhi Metro SBI Card has been designed for regular commuters on Delhi Metro. 
 
The card will enable its users to use it as a smart card with an auto-top up facility whenever 
the balance is below Rs 100. 
 
Quick Fact: SBI Card was founded in 1998 and its CEO is Ashwini Kumar Tewari. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd November 
 

1) Sports 
 
Indian boxers win gold at the Alexis Vastine International 
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Indian boxers Amit Panghal, Sanjeet and Ashish Kumar have won gold medals at the Alexis 
Valentine International Boxing Tournament. 
 
Alexis Valentine International Boxing Tournament was held in Nantes, France. 
 
The tournament was the first international event that Indian boxers were a part of since the 
coronavirus lockdown. 
 
Amit Panghal, Sanjeet and Ashish Kumar won the gold medals in 52, 91 and 75 kg 
respectively. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
India’s first ‘tyre park’ to open up in West Bengal 
 
The capital city of West Bengal, Kolkata will soon feature India’s first “Tyre Park”. 
 
At the tyre park, artworks made from scrap and defective parts will be on display. 
 
The tyre park will be launched by the West Bengal Transport Corporation. 
 
The Tyre Park will come up at the Esplanade area and will have a small cafe where people 
can sit, relax and enjoy the craftsmanship made from tyres. 
 
Quick Fact: The governor of West Bengal is Jagdeep Dhankhar 
 

3) Business and Finance 
 
Jio bags title sponsorship for BCCI’s Women T20 Challenge 2020 
 
Jio has bagged the title sponsorship for BCCI’s Women T20 Challenge 2020. 
 
The partnership will have the support of Reliance Foundation Education and Sports For All 
(RF ESA) too. 
 
For the first time a sponsor has signed with BCCI exclusively for the women’s matches.  
 
The Jio Women’s T20 Challenge is to be played from 4th November to 9th November at 
Sharjah.  
 

4) India and the World 
 
Panna included in “World network of Biosphere Reserves" 
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
included the Panna National Park of Madhya Pradesh under its “World network of Biosphere 
reserves”. 
 
Other than the Panna National Park, Fuvahmulahand Addu Atoll of Maldives is also included 
in the list this year. 
 
UNESCO has described the National Park as a critical tiger habitat and stated that the park 
is home to the World Heritage site of Khajuraho temples. 
 
Panna National park is also included under the list of biosphere reserves by the Union 
Ministry of Environment and Forest. 
 
Quick Fact: Panna National Park is located in Panna and Chhatarpur districts of Madhya 
Pradesh and is spread over an area of 542.67 km square. 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
Public Affairs Index-2020 
 
The Public Affairs Index-2020 has been released by the Public Affairs Centre. 
 
In the index, the states have been ranked on governance performance on the basis of a 
composite index. 
 
Kerala has topped the index. 
 
Kerala is followed by Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka that have been positioned 
second, third and fourth rank respectively. 
 
Quick Fact: According to the index, Manipur, Delhi and Uttarakhand are the worst 
performing states. 
 

6) Science and Technology 
 
IISc and Indian Oil collaborate for Hydrogen Generation Technology 
 
The IISc and the Indian Oil Corporation Research and Development Centre signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to develop Hydrogen Generation Technology, that is 
based on biomass gasification. 
 
Hydrogen Generation Technology, will be developed in order to produce Fuel Cell Grade 
Hydrogen at an affordable price. 
 
The technology is being developed to provide clean energy option. 
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This clean energy in turn will address the challenge of biomass waste. 
 

7) International Affairs 
 
Super typhoon Goni hits the Philippines 
 
On 1st November, super typhoon Goni hit the eastern part of the Philippines. 
 
This typhoon is being considered as the world’s strongest storm so far this year. 
 
It has brought “catastrophic violent winds” and thus had the hardest landfall on record. 
 
The Super Typhoon first hit land over Catanduanes province and then pummeled Albay. 
 

8) National Affairs 
 
'Arogya Van’ inaugurated in Gujarat’s Narmada district 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the ‘Arogya Van’. 
 
The Arogya Van is located in the Narmada district of Gujarat.  
 
Arogya Van has been set up on 17 acres of land in Kevadia for spreading awareness on 
Yoga, Ayurveda and Meditation. 
 
Among other things, the ‘Aarogya Van’ includes a lotus pond, alba garden, aroma garden, 
yoga and meditation garden, indoor plant section, digital information centre, souvenir shop 
and a cafeteria serving Ayurveda foods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th October 
 

1) Business and Finance 
 
Monetary penalty imposed on DCB Bank for rule violations by RBI 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed monetary penalty on DCB Bank and Jio 
Payments Bank for various rule violations.  
 
A fine of Rs 22 lakh has been imposed on DCB Bank for non-compliance with certain 
provisions on marketing/distribution of mutual fund/insurance etc.  
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Jio Payments Bank was imposed with a fine of Rs 1 crore for non-compliance with RBI 
directions on timely submission of application in the case of reappointment of Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Quick Fact: The Deputy Governors of RBI are BP Kanungo, MK Jain, MD Patra and 
Rajeshwar Rao. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
1st solar-powered miniature train launched 
 
India’s first solar energy-driven miniature train was inaugurated at the Veli Tourist Village, 
Kerala. 
 
The train was launched by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. 
 
The train covers a distance of 2.5 km with three bogies that can accommodate around 45 
people at a time. 
 
The solar power miniature train features a fully- equipped rail system, including a tunnel, 
station and a ticket office. 
 
Quick Fact: The Governor of Kerala is Arif Mohammad Khan. 
 

3) Person in News 
 
Shane Watson retires from all forms of cricket 
 
Australian cricketer, Shane Watson has announced his retirement from all forms of cricket. 
 
The 39-year-old cricketer hung up his boots after an illustrious career during which he won 
two ICC Men’s Cricket World Cups and two ICC Champions Trophy titles. 
 
Shane Watson had retired from international cricket in 2016. 
 
He was a right-hand bat and right-arm fast-medium bowler. 
 
Quick Fact: Shane Watson was named Australia’s T20I Player of the Year in January 2017. 
 

4) Business and Finance 
 
Lucknow airport handed over to Adani group 
 
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) handed over the Lucknow airport to the Adani group. 
 
The handover has been done on lease for a period of 50 years. 
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The Adani group has taken over/will take over operations of 5 more airports. 
 
In 2019, the Central Govt privatised six major airports of the country namely Lucknow, 
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Mangaluru, Thiruvananthapuram, and Guwahati.  
 

5) Sports 
 
Emilia Romagna Grand Prix 2020 
 
Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) won the Emilia Romagna Grand Prix 2020. 
 
Emilia Romagna Grand Prix 2020 was held at Autodromo Internazionale Enzo e Dino Ferrari 
race track. 
 
Valtteri Bottas had finished second while Daniel Ricciardo came third.  
 
This was Hamilton's 9th win of the season and 93rd F1 win of his career. 
 

6) Person in News 
 
Sean Connery passed away 
 
The Scottish actor, Sean Connery, who is best known for his portrayal of James Bond, 
passed away.  
 
Connery had shot to international stardom as the suave and sophisticated British agent 
James Bond and went on to grace the silver screen for four decades. 
 
His other notable works include The Man Who Would Be King, The Name of the Rose and 
The Untouchables. 
 

7) Business and Finance 
 
IBM, Indian Oil Corporation tie up for digital services 
 
IBM has collaborated with Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) to transform the latter’s 
customer experience using digital tools. 
 
Approximately 12,400 IOCL distributors, who  cover about 130 million consumers can use 
the IndianOil One mobile app and portal. 
 
The app and portal has been developed by IBM Services. 
 
The mobile app and portal form a part of Indian Oil’s Project ePIC, an integrated platform for 
Customer Relationship Management (CRM) and Distribution Management System (DMS). 
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Quick Fact: IBM Headquarters is Armonk, New York, United States and the CEO is Arvind 
Krishna. 
 

8) Person in News 
 
Rajiv Jalota appointed as new chairman of Mumbai Port Trust 
 
Rajiv Jalota has been appointed as the new chairman of Mumbai Port Trust. 
 
The appointment committee of the Union cabinet has issued the order for the central 
deputation 
 
Rajiv Jalota is also the first Goods and Services Tax (GST) commissioner of Maharashtra. 
 
The post of the chairman of Mumbai Port Trust had been vacant since July 2020. 
 
Quick Fact:The Governor of Maharashtra is Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 
 
 
 
 
5th November 
 

1) Person in News 
 
PVG Menon appointed as CEO of Electronics Sector Skill Council of India 
 
The Electronics Sector Skill Council of India (ESSCI) has appointed PVG Menon as its chief 
executive officer (CEO). 
 
As the CEO, Menon will be responsible for overseeing the operations of ESSCI and work 
closely with its governing Council. 
 
ESSCI works with the National Skill Development Corporation, and the Ministry of 
Electronics and IT. 
 
It provides both skilling and re-skilling services to the industry. 
 
Quick Fact: The headquarters of Electronics Sector Skill Council of India is located in New 
Delhi. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
Foundation stone of Indo-Israeli CoE laid down 
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The foundation stone of Indo-Israeli Centre of Excellence (CoE) was laid down by 
Sarbananda Sonowal, the chief minister of Assam. 
 
The Indo-Israeli Centre of Excellence (CoE) is specifically for Vegetables Protected 
Cultivation. 
 
The Centre of Excellence is located at Khetri on the outskirts of Guwahati. 
 
The Centre of Excellence will help provide exposure to the latest Israeli technologies to the 
farmers of Assam and help them in maximizing their production and income.  
 
Quick Fact: The Governor of Assam is Prof. Jagdish Mukhi. 
 

3) Business and Finance 
 
Acquisition of Bharti AXA by ICICI Lombard approved 
 
The acquisition of General Insurance Business of Bharti AXA General Insurance Company 
Limited (Bharti AXA) by ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company Limited has been 
approved. 
 
The approval was done by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) under Section 31(1) 
of the Competition Act, 2002. 
 
As per the acquisition, the whole general insurance business of Bharti AXA will be 
transferred to ICICI Lombard by way of demerger, considering that ICICI Lombard will issue 
shares to Bharti AXA. 
 
Quick Fact: The MD and CEO of ICICI Lombard is Bhargav Dasgupta. 
 

4) Person in News 
 
Violin Maestro TN Krishnan passes away 
 
Noted violin maestro TN Krishnan passed away on 4th November. 
 
Tripunithura Narayanaiyer Krishnan had been conferred with Padma Shri in 1973. 
 
He was later conferred with Padma Bhushan in 1992 and the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award in 1974. 
 
He was born on 6 October 1928, in Tripunithura, Kerala and later settled in Chennai. 
 

5) Defence and Security 
 
Indian Naval Ship ‘Airavat’ reached Port Sudan under ‘Mission Sagar-II’ 
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Under the  Mission Sagar-II, the Indian Naval Ship (INS) Airavat has reached Sudan. 
 
The ship has reached Sudan with around 100 tonnes of food aid.  
 
Under Mission Sagar-II, INS Airavat is to deliver food aid to Sudan, South Sudan, Djibouti 
and Eritrea amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The government of India launched this initiative to provide assistance to friendly foreign 
countries to overcome natural calamities and COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

6) Person in News 
 
First Indian-origin minister of New Zealand: Priyanca Radhakrishnan 
 
Indian-origin New Zealand politician, Priyanca Radhakrishnan has become the first 
Indian-Kiwi woman to become a minister in New Zealand.  
 
She was born in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
 
She was one of five new ministers inducted into the Cabinet.  
 
She has been appointed as Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector, Minister for 
Diversity, Inclusion and Ethnic Communities, Minister for Youth and Associate Minister for 
Social Development and Employment in the cabinet. 
 

7) National Affairs 
 
E-resource centre, virtual court in Nagpur inaugurated 
 
The Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad Arvind Bobde and Justice DY Chandrachud jointly 
inaugurated India’s first-ever E-resource centre and the virtual court called “Nyay Kaushal”. 
 
The inauguration was done at the Judicial Officers Training Institute in Nagpur. 
 
The Nyay Kaushal will help facilitate the electronic-filling of cases in the Supreme Court, any 
High Court as well as district courts across the country to enable speedy justice for litigants, 
by utilising technology.  
 
The virtual court will work from Katol in Nagpur district of Maharashtra. 
 

8) Conferences and Summits 
 
13th Urban Mobility India Conference, 2020  
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The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference is to be organized by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs. 
 
The conference will take place on 9th November 2020. 
 
The conference will be organised on the theme of “Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility”. 
 
The event will focus on the innovative measures taken at national and international level so 
as to address the challenges posed by Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
6th November 
 

1) Defence and Security 
 
The Chief of Army Staff General, MM Naravane has been conferred with the honorary rank 
of General of the Nepali Army. 
 
The honour was conferred by Nepal's President Bidya Devi Bhandari. 
 
The honour was conferred at a special ceremony at the President’s official residence ‘Shital 
Niwas’ in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 
The practice follows a seven-decade-old tradition of conferring Army Chiefs of each other’s 
country with the honorary title.  
 
Quick Fact: The Prime minister of Nepal is KP Sharma Oli. 
 

2) Person in News 
 
AK Gupta appointed as the new MD and CEO of ONGC Videsh 
 
AK Gupta, took charge as the Managing Director and CEO of ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL). 
 
Prior to this, he was Director (Operations) of the company.  
 
He has also been the Head of New businesses in Marketing in ONGC and Head Business 
development in ONGC Videsh, both for the domestic and international markets.  
 
Quick Fact: OVL is the international petroleum company of India and the overseas arm of 
national oil and gas major Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) Limited. 
 

3) Miscellaneous 
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‘Till We Win’: Book on Covid-19  
 
"Till We Win”, a book on Covid 19 by AIIMS Director Randeep Guleria and two other doctors 
has been released. 
 
The book is published by Penguin Random House India. 
 
The book gives a definitive account of India’s fight against Covid-19 and how to deal with the 
pandemic in the days to come.  
 
The book is co-written by leading public policy and health systems expert Chandrakant 
Lahariya and renowned vaccine researcher and virologist Gagandeep Kang. 
 

4) International Affairs 
 
CARAT Bangladesh 2020 launched 
 
Bangladesh and US navies launched the ‘Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT) Bangladesh 2020’. 
 
CARAT Bangladesh 2020 will expand relationships and broaden maritime awareness 
between the two countries. 
 
The sea phase of the exercise will take place in the Bay of Bengal with ships from both 
countries. 
 
CARAT 2020 highlights the shared vision of the US and Bangladesh for a free, open, 
inclusive, peaceful and secure Indo-Pacific region. 
 

5) National Affairs 
 
"Tourist Facilitation Centre”inaugurated in Kerala 
 
Union Minister of State (IC) for Tourism & Culture, Prahlad Singh Patel inaugurated the 
“Tourist Facilitation Centre” virtually. 
 
The facility is located at Guruvayur, in Kerala. 
 
The facility was constructed under the project “Development of Guruvayur, Kerala” under 
PRASHAD Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism. 
 
The cost of the facility was Rs. 11.57 Crores. 
 
Quick Fact: The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage 
Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) were launched by the Ministry of Tourism in the year 
2014-15. 
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6) Defence and Security 
 
Enhanced version of PINAKA rocket system successfully test-fired 
 
The enhanced version of the PINAKA rocket system was flight tested successfully. 
 
The flight-testing was conducted by Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO). 
 
The test-fire was conducted from Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off the coast of Odisha.  
 
The enhanced version of the Pinaka rocket would replace the existing Pinaka Mk-I rockets.  
 
Quick Fact: The design and development of Pinaka were done by DRDO laboratories 
based in Pune, namely Armament Research and Development Establishment, ARDE and 
High Energy Materials Research Laboratory, HEMRL. 
 

7) Miscellaneous 
 
World Tsunami Awareness Day: 5 November 
 
World Tsunami Awareness Day is observed worldwide on 5 November. 
 
The day is observed to spread awareness among people across the world in matters related 
to the dangers of tsunami.  
 
the UN General Assembly designated 5 November as World Tsunami Awareness Day in 
December 2015. 
 
UN Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) facilitates the observance of World Tsunami 
Awareness Day in collaboration with the rest of the United Nations system. 
 
Quick Fact: This year’s observance of World Tsunami Day promotes “Sendai Seven 
Campaign"  target. 
 

8) International Affairs 
 
US officially withdraws from Paris agreement 
 
The United States becomes the first nation in the world to officially withdraw from the Paris 
climate agreement. 
 
The move to quit the Paris-Climate deal was announced by President Donald Trump, in 
June 2017.  
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The delay in the withdrawal is because of the complex rules that were made under the Paris 
agreement. 
 
The Paris climate deal was drafted in 2015 in order to strengthen the global response 
towards the threat of climate change.  
 
 
 
 
 
7th November 
 

1) Person in News 
 
JC Daniel award for lifetime contributions in Malayalam cinema won by Hariharan 
 
Noted filmmaker Hariharan was selected for the JC Daniel Award, the Kerala state 
government’s highest honour. 
 
He will be honoured for lifetime contributions to Malayalam cinema. 
 
The award carries an amount of Rs 5 lakh, a citation, and a sculpture. 
 
Hariharan has been chosen for the prestigious award by a jury chaired by MT Vasudevan 
Nair with director Harikumar, actor Vidhubala, State Chalachitra Academy chairman Kamal 
and Cultural Department Secretary Rani George as members. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
“Plastic Lao MASK LE JAO” initiative launched by DMC 
 
Dehradun Municipal Corporation (DMC) launched an initiative named Plastic Lao MASK LE 
JAO. 
 
The initiative will help fight against the menace of plastic waste and contain the spread of 
Covid-19.  
 
Under the initiative, DMC has distributed Five thousand face masks in exchange for plastic 
waste. 
 
Municipal commissioner of Dehradun, Vinay Shankar Pandey, was the first person to bring 
plastic waste from his house and get a face mask, in order to create awareness in the public 
against plastic waste and also the importance of masks. 
 
Quick Fact: Chief Minister of Uttarakhand is Trivendra Singh Rawat and the capitals of 
Uttarakhand are Dehradun (Winter), Gairsain (Summer). 
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3) Person in News 
 
NDDB Chairman Dilip Rath elected to IDF 
 
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) Chairman, Dilip Rath has been elected to the 
board of global dairy body International Dairy Federation (IDF). 
 
He has been associated with IDF for the last 10 years. 
 
He was Member Secretary of Indian National Committee and as a member of the Standing 
Committee on Dairy Policy and Economics. 
 
Rath played a key role in signing the Dairy Declaration at the IDF World Dairy Summit in 
Rotterdam in October 2016. 
 
Quick Fact: The president of International Dairy Federation is Piercristiano Brazzale and the 
headquarters is in Brussels, Belgium. 
 

4) Person in News 
 
Rajkummar Rao becomes Syska's new brand ambassador 
 
Fast Moving Electrical Goods (FMEG) company Syska Group, has appointed actor 
Rajkummar Rao as the new face of the brand. 
 
Rao will work with the company to promote the Syska products across LED and fan 
segments.  
 
Under the partnership, Syska Group will launch a new ad campaign with Rajkummar 
focusing on LED and fans. 
 
The aim of the company is to leverage the actor's strong connect with urban audiences, as 
well as with those from Tier 2 and 3 markets, which make up the large segment of its target 
groups. 
 

5) Defence and Security 
 
2nd batch of Three Rafale Aircraft received by India 
 
India has received the second batch of three Rafale Aircraft. 
 
This brings the total number of Rafale Jets with IAF to eight.  
 
The second batch of three Rafale jets landed in Jamnagar, Gujarat. 
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According to the Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria, the induction of all 36 
jets will be completed by 2023. 
 
 

6) International Affairs 
 
Tanzania President John Pombe Magufuli won 2nd term 
 
The President of Tanzania, John Pombe Magufuli has won a second five-year term.  
 
He took the oath of the office on 05 November 2020. 
 
Magufuli had won 84% of the total votes in elections. 
 
He was elected as the fifth President of Tanzania and is in office since 2015.  
 
Quick Fact: The capital of Tanzania is Dodoma. 
 

7) Business and Finance 
 
WhatsApp’s payments service gets nod from NPCI 
 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has allowed Facebook-owned 
messaging platform “WhatsApp” to roll out its payments service in the country in a “graded” 
manner.  
 
The announcement by NPCI was made after the organisation made a crucial change to its 
regulations concerning the use of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 
 
The change puts a limit on single third parties where they can only handle 30 per cent of 
overall UPI transaction volumes. 
 
The NPCI runs the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) used for real-time payments between 
peers or at merchants’ end while making purchases. 
 

8) Miscellaneous 
 
Brand Ambassador for NamamiGange Project- Chacha Chaudhary 
 
The iconic Indian superhero, Chacha Chaudhary, has joined hands with the NamamiGange 
Programme. 
 
Diamond Toons will conceptualize and publish this new ‘Talking Comics’ with Chacha 
Chaudhary. 
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The 'Talking Comics' will help in spreading awareness on the cultural and spiritual 
significance of River Ganga and deploy best available knowledge across the masses for 
Ganga rejuvenation. 
 
The teaser for the same was released during Ganga Utsav 2020. 
 
 
 
 
9th November 
 

1) Business and Finance 
 
AAI Signs MoU With NTPC Subsidiary 
 
The Airports Authority of India (AAI) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with a 
subsidiary of NTPC Ltd known as, NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN). 
 
The MoU has been signed to promote usage of electric vehicles and set up solar power 
plants at the airports managed and operated by AAI. 
 
According to the MoU, NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Nigam (NVVN) will be provided with adequate 
land and rooftop space by AAI, free of cost, at identified AAI airports to set up solar power 
plants. 
 
In the initial phase, NVVN will begin working on the projects at airports in Tamil Nadu and 
Rajasthan. 
 
Quick Fact: The Chairman of Airports Authority of India is Arvind Singh. 
 

2) Science and Technology 
 
ISRO launched PSLV C49 with 10 satellites 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV).  
 
The carrier vehicle PSLV C49 is to deliver 10 satellites in all with EOS-01 as the primary 
one.  
 
This is the 51st mission of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).  
 
The launch was from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh. 
 
Quick Fact: The Chairman of ISRO is K.Sivan. 
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3) Summits and Conferences 
 
India-Italy Virtual Bilateral Summit 2020 
 
The India-Italy Bilateral Summit was held virtually on 6th November 2020. 
 
The Summit was attended by the Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime 
Minister of Italy Prof. Giuseppe Conte. 
 
The leaders reviewed the large framework of the bilateral relationship and reaffirmed their 
commitment to strengthen cooperation against common global challenges, including the 
Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
A total of 15 MoUs/Agreements were signed during the Summit in various sectors such as 
energy, fisheries, shipbuilding, design etc. 
 
Quick Fact: The President of Italy is Sergio Mattarella. 
 

4) Person in News 
 
Gyanendro Ningombam becomes president of Hockey India 
 
Manipur’s Gyanendro Ningombam was elected as the President of Hockey India. 
 
Gyanendro Ningombam had been serving as the Officiating President of Hockey India since 
July 2020. 
 
Gyanendro has become the first President of Hockey India from northeastern part of India. 
 
He has been associated with the discipline of Hockey in Manipur for the last 40 years. 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
National Cancer Awareness Day 2020 
 
The National Cancer Awareness Day is observed annually nationwide on November 7. 
 
The day aims to spread awareness on cancer, its symptoms and treatment.  
 
The day was first observed in 2014 and was announced by the union health minister Dr 
Harsh Vardhan.  
 
The day coincides with the birth anniversary of scientist Marie Curie (Marie Skłodowska 
Curie), winner of the 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics. 
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Quick Fact: World Cancer Day is observed on 4th February. 
 

6) Defence and Security 
 
Special Forces conducted ‘Bull Strike’ tri service exercise 
 
India's Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) has conducted a three-day Tri-Service 
Combat Exercise code-named “Bull Strike”. 
 
The exercise was conducted at Teressa Island in the Nicobar Group of Islands. 
 
The exercise highlighted on interoperability and synergy among three services – Army, Navy 
and Air Force to maximise combat potential. 
 
The participants of the exercise were the three services components of ANC, elements of 
Indian Army’s Parachute Brigade, MARCOS (Marine Commando Force) and Special Forces. 
 

7) Business and Finance 
 
Overseas Investment limits increased for Mutual Funds 
 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has increased the investment limits for 
Mutual Fund companies for overseas investments. 
 
Mutual Funds can make overseas investments subject to a maximum of US $ 600 million per 
Mutual Fund, within the overall industry limit of US $ 7 billion.  
 
Earlier the limit was at USD 300 million. 
 
Mutual Funds can make investments in overseas Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) subject to a 
maximum of US $ 200 million per Mutual Fund, within the overall industry limit of US $ 1 
billion.  
 
Quick Fact: The chairman of the Securities and Exchange Board of India is Ajay Tyagi. 
 

8) Business and Finance 
 
Whatsapp Partners with 5 Banks for UPI Payment 
 
WhatsApp partnered with five Indian banks to process its payment services.  
 
The banks are State Bank of India, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank and Jio Payments 
Bank. 
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The messaging platform had received the approval to launch its Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) based payments services in India, to let users send or receive money across the 
country. 
 
The services will be expanded in a graded manner, under this, the company can only roll out 
the payments service to only its 20 million users. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th November 
 

1) International Affairs 
 
Joe Biden has won the US presidential election 
 
Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. defeated Donald Trump to become the 46th U.S. president.  
 
Biden’s electoral college vote counted to 290, surpassing the 270 needed to win the White 
House.  
 
Alongside Biden, California Senator Kamala Harris, becomes the first Black and 
Indian-American woman to serve as vice president. 
 
Biden has become the oldest president-elect in U.S. history. 
 

2) Miscellaneous 
 
National Legal Services Day: 09 November 
 
In India,“National Legal Services Day' is observed  every year on 9th November. 
 
It is observed by all Legal Services Authorities, to commemorate the enactment of the Legal 
Services Authorities Act 1987. 
 
The Day is observed to make people aware of the various provisions under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act and about the right of the litigants.  
 
The day was started by the Supreme Court of India in 1995 to provide help and support to 
poor and weaker sections of the society. 
 

3) India and the World 
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Vidya Balan’s short film ‘Natkhat’ becomes eligible for Oscar nomination 
 
The Indian film ‘Natkhat’, starring and co-produced by Vidya Balan, won the top prize at the 
third edition of Best Of India Short Film Festival 2020.  
 
With this honour, the film has become eligible for 2021 Oscar qualification.  
 
The film is directed by Shaan Vyas and co-produced by Ronnie Screwvala and Vidya Balan. 
 
The film won cash prize money of $2,500 and an opportunity for a television broadcast deal 
on ShortsTV.  
 

4) Person in News 
 
Vidisha Maitra elected to UN advisory committee 
 
Vidisha Maitra was elected to the UN’s Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions (ACABQ).  
 
The election was tightly contested and Maitra won with 126 UN members supporting her. 
 
The opposing candidate who was from Iraq. 
 
The UN’s Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) is one 
of the most coveted in the United Nations system as it controls the financial and budgetary 
purse of the UN. 
 

5) India and the World 
 
Atal Innovation Mission-Sirius Programme 
 
The Atal Innovation Mission-Sirius Innovation Programme has been launched for Indian and 
Russian school children. 
 
The objective of the programme is to develop technological solutions for both India and 
Russia. 
 
The programme will be held between November 7, 2020 and November 21, 2020.  
 
The innovations developed by the students is to be from the field of block chain, artificial 
intelligence and machine learning. 
 
Quick Fact: SIRIUS stands for Scientific International Research in Unique Terrestrial 
Station. 
 

6) National Affairs 
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First Solar based Integrated Multi Village Water Supply Project inaugurated 
 
First Solar based Integrated Multi Village Water Supply Project has been inaugurated in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 
 
The project was inaugurated by Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
 
The project is as per the vision of PM Modi for the utilization of multiple resources. 
 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Pema Khandu was also present at the event. 
 

7) Defence and Security 
 
Model of Anti-Satellite Missile system inaugurated 
 
The Model of Anti-Satellite Missile system was inaugurated at Defence Research 
Development Organization (DRDO). 
 
The model was inaugurated by the Defence Minister Shri Raj Nath Singh. 
 
The DRDO had successfully conducted anti-satellite missile test-fire at Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 
Island in Odisha. 
 
The Anti-Satellite Weapon is designed to destroy satellites for military purposes. 
 
Quick Fact: India had tested its Anti-Satellite weapon in 2019 under its operation code 
named “Operation Shakti”. 
 

8) International Affairs 
 
Sudan has been removed from State sponsors of Terrorism List 
 
Sudan has been removed from the list of State Sponsors of Terrorism.  
 
State Sponsors of Terrorism List is a list generated by the United States. 
 
The list has names of countries that are repeatedly providing support to international 
terrorism. 
 
International Terrorism is a brand provided by United Nations through resolution process at 
the General Assembly. 
 
Quick Facts: The list was first generated in 1979 with Iraq, South Yemen, Libya and Syria.  
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11th November 
 

1) Miscellaneous 
 
World Urbanism Day: 8th November 
 
World Urbanism Day is observed on 8 November globally. 
 
The day is also known as “World Town Planning Day”. 
 
The day aims to recognise and promote the role of planning in creating livable communities.  
 
The day is organised by the International Society of City and Regional Planners (ISOCARP). 
 
Quick Fact: The day was founded in 1949 by the late Professor Carlos Maria Della Paolera 
of the University of Buenos Aires. 
 

2) Person in News 
 
MM Kutty to be the chairperson of CAQM 
 
M.M. Kutty has been appointed as the chairperson of Commission for Air Quality 
Management(CAQM) in the National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas. 
 
Kutty was the Former Chief Secretary of Delhi. 
 
The CAQM was formed on October 28 after dissolving several pollution-monitoring bodies, 
including the Environment Pollution Prevention & Control Authority (EPCA). 
 
CAQM will perform the job of coordinating activities between the State. 
 

3) Conferences and Summits 
 
13th Urban Mobility India Conference 2020 inaugurated 
 
Hardeep S. Puri has inaugurates the 13th Urban Mobility India Conference 2020. 
 
The conference was organized by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
 
The conference had focus on innovative measures taken at the national and international 
level to address the challenges posed by Covid-19 pandemic to provide accessible and 
convenient transport to the people. 
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The objective of the conference was to disseminate information to the cities, whose officials 
attend the conference to help them keep up-to-date with the latest and best urban transport 
practices globally. 
 
Quick Fact: The one day conference was held virtually on the theme “Emerging Trends in 
Urban Mobility”. 
 

4) National Affairs 
 
India’s longest motorable single-lane bridge inaugurated  
 
India’s longest single-lane motorable suspension bridge was inaugurated. 
 
The bridge is located in Tehri-Garhwal district of Uttarakhand. 
 
The bridge is known as the Dobra-Chanti Jhula (suspension) bridge. 
 
The bridge was inaugurated by the Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat to mark the 20th 
foundation day of the state on 9th November 2020. 
 
Quick Fact: The bridge is 725-metre long and has been built in 14 years over the Tehri lake. 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
World Science Day for Peace and Development: 10th November 
 
World Science Day for Peace and Development is observed each year on November 10. 
 
The day highlights the important role that science plays in society and the need to engage 
the wider public in debates on emerging scientific issues. 
 
The theme for the day this year is  “Science for and with Society”. 
 
Amid the pandemic the focus of World Science Day is on “Science for and with Society in 
dealing with the global pandemic.” 
 
Quick Fact: The Director-General of UNESCO is Audrey Azoulay. 
 

6) National Affairs 
 
Tezpur Litchi gets the GI tag 
 
The Agriculture and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) 
announced that Assam’s Tezpur Litchi has been given the geographical indication (GI) tag. 
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The application for the GI tagging was made in 2013 by North Eastern Regional Agricultural 
Marketing Corporation Ltd (NERAMAC). 
 
The geographical indication (GI) tags makes the item an incontrovertible proof of their origins 
in the state, and protects them from production elsewhere. 
 
Tezpur's Litchi is known for its excellent quality, pleasant flavour, juicy pulp with attractive 
red colour. 
 
Quick Fact: A geographical indication (GI Tag) is used on a product of specific geographical 
origin that attains its uniqueness or reputation because of its place of origin. 
 

7) Person in News 
 
Akshay Kumar Singh to head Petronet LNG 
 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC) director- Akshay Kumar Singh has been appointed to be the new 
managing director and chief executive of the Petronet LNG Ltd. 
 
Petronet LNG Ltd. is the country’s biggest gas importer. 
 
He will replace Prabhat Singh who has completed his 5-year term. 
 
Petronet is a joint venture of IOC, GAIL, Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) and BPCL.  
 
Quick Fact: The Chairperson of IOC is Shrikant Madhav Vaidya. 
 

8) Person in News 
 
S Hareesh wins the JCB Prize for Literature 
 
Malayalam author, S Hareesh has been awarded the JCB Prize for Literature 2020. 
 
He has been awarded for his novel Moustache.  
 
The novel was translated into English by Jayasree Kalathil & published by HarperCollins 
India.  
 
The JCB Prize for Literature is regarded as the richest literary prize in India.  
 
 
 
 
12th November 
 

1) India and the World 
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Australia-India Water Centre inaugurated 
 
Australia-India Water Centre (AIWC) was inaugurated in a virtual event.  
 
This Water Centre was by IIT Guwahati from India and University of Western Sydney from 
Australia. 
 
Apart from the 2 institutions, the centre has 21 partners from India and Australia. 
 
The Water Centre is to help the Indian and Australian partners to explore opportunities and 
will also help create synergy for a long-time collaboration in the field of research and 
education between the two countries. 
 

2) Sports 
 
ITTF Women’s World Cup won by China’s Chen Meng 
 
China’s Chen Meng has won the first-ever ITTF Women’s World Cup. 
 
Chen Meng is the world No.1 women tennis player. 
 
She defeated her Chinese compatriot Sun Yingsha. 
 
The Dishang 2020 ITTF Women’s World Cup was held at Weihai, China. 
 

3) India and the World 
 
First shipment from Bangladesh through water route received by India 
 
India received the first commercial shipment from Bangladesh through the water route on 
November 9th. 
 
The shipment was received at Assam’s Karimganj on the Protocol for Inland Water Trade 
and Transit (PIWTT) route.  
 
The step utilizes the inland waterway connectivity for trade and prosperity between both the 
countries. 
 
India and Bangladesh have a Protocol on Trade and Transit through inland waterways which 
was first signed in 1972 and later renewed in 2015. 
 

4) Science and Technology 
 
world’s first 6G experiment satellite launched by China 
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China has sent the world’s first 6G experiment satellite into space. 
 
The 6G satellite was among three Chinese satellites to be successfully launched into orbit. 
 
The satellites were developed by Argentinian company Satellogic.  
 
The satellite was the 351st rocket of China’s Long March series. 
 
Quick Fact: The Chinese Currency is known as Renminbi. 
 

5) Person in News 
 
Ruskin Bond awarded with Tata Literature Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
Ruskin Bond was conferred with Tata Literature Live! Lifetime Achievement Award for 2020.  
 
Ruskin Bond has a substantial body of work, close to 100 books – across genres for children 
and adults. 
 
Bond writing has charmed both children and adults into lifelong love and admiration. 
 
His famous works include Room on the roof, Blue Umbrella, etc. 
 

6) Science and Technology 
 
Indian Astronomers and 2020 Nobel Physics Nobel Laureate collaborate 
 
Indian astronomers and the 2020 Physics Nobel Laureate, Prof. Andrea Ghez collaborated 
for the design of back-end instruments and possible science prospects of the Thirty Meter 
Telescope (TMT) project. 
 
The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) is a proposed extremely large telescope (ELT). 
 
It is planned to be installed at Maunakea on the island of Hawaii. 
 
The TMT project is an international partnership between CalTech, Universities of California, 
Canada, Japan, China, and India 
 

7) National Affairs 
 
Mega Scope launched by IIT Alumni Council 
 
'Mega Scope' has been launched by the IIT Alumni Council for personalised healthcare. 
 
MegaScope was launched to include testing, data analysis and genomics to precisely 
diagnose infections and to prescribe personalised medicines. 
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The main objective of MegaScope is to improve accuracy of testing, prediction of likely 
disease severity and progression, enhance efficiency of treatment and avoid casualties. 
 
IIT Alumni Council is the nodal global body of students, academicians and alumni, of all the 
23 IITs of the country and partnering Institutes of the India Innovation Network (I2Net). 
 

8) Person in News 
 
Azim Premji topped the Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020 
 
Azim Premji topped the EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020.  
 
He is the founder-chairman of Wipro Ltd. 
 
He has made the highest contribution of Rs 7,904 crore between April 2019 and March 2020 
towards philanthropic causes. 
 
Shiv Nadar, the chairman of HCL Technologies, ranked second (Rs 795 crore) on the list.  
 
Quick Fact: The EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020 is compiled by the EdelGive 
Foundation and Hurun Research Institute.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13th November 
 

1) Person in News 
 
Bahrain’s PM Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa passes away 
 
Bahrain’s Prime Minister Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa passed away. 
 
He was the longest-serving prime minister of Bahrain. 
 
He was the world’s longest-serving prime minister as well and had held the post since 
independence in 1971. 
 
In 1970,  he was named as the head of the state council, the executive branch of 
government which became the council of ministers after independence from Britain. 
 
Quick Fact: The King of Bahrain isHamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. 
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2) Miscellaneous 
 
Public Service Broadcasting Day: 12th November 
 
Public Service Broadcasting Day is observed every year on 12 November. 
 
The day is observed to commemorate the first and only visit of the Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi, to the studio of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947. 
 
On 12 November 1947, Mahatma Gandhi had addressed the displaced people (refugee from 
Pakistan), who had temporarily settled at Kurukshetra in Haryana after partition. 
 
The day was declared as Public Service Broadcasting Day or (Jan Prasaran Diwas) in 2000. 
 

3) National Affairs 
 
2nd National Water Awards presented 
 
National Water Awards (NWAs) for 2019 was presented by the Vice President of India, M 
Venkaiah Naidu. 
 
This was the second edition of the award. 
 
Tamil Nadu has bagged the Best State Award, followed by Maharashtra and Rajasthan. 
 
The award ceremony was organised by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 
 
Quick Fact: The Minister of Jal Shakti is Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
 

4) National Affairs 
 
Aatma Nirbhar Package 3.0 announced 
 
The Finance Minister of India, Nirmala Sitaraman has announced the ‘Aatmanirbhar’ 
Package 3.0. 
 
According to Finance Minister, PMI rose to 58.9 in October 2020 indicating strong recovery 
of the economy 
 
The Union Cabinet has approved a Rs 2 lakh crore production-linked incentive (PLI) 
package to boost demand in the country. 
 
new Scheme “Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana” was launched to incentivise the creation 
of new employment opportunities during the COVID recovery phase. 
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5) Defence and Security 
 
5th Scorpene Submarine “Vagir” launched 
 
The Indian Navy launched the fifth Scorpene submarine “Vagir”. 
 
The submarine was launched at the Mazagon Dock of south Mumbai. 
 
The submarine is capable of taking missions such as anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface 
warfare, mine laying, intelligence gathering and area surveillance. 
 
Vagir forms a part of six Kalvari class submarines that is being built in India. 
 
Quick Fact: Kaveri class submarines were designed by the French Navy and an energy 
company DCNS. 
 

6) Person in News 
 
Kash Patel appointed as Chief of Staff to acting US Defence Secretary 
 
Indian-American Kash Patel has been named as the Chief of Staff to the Acting US Defence 
Secretary. 
 
The acting US Defence Secretary is Chris Miller.  
 
Chris Miller was appointed after Donald Trump fired Defence Secretary Mark Esper. 
 
Kashyap Pramod Patel, also known as Kash Patel, has previously served as senior counsel 
for counter-terrorism at the House Permanent Select Committee. 
 

7) National Affairs 
 
Hornbill Festival to be celebrated virtually 
 
Nagaland government has decided to celebrate the Hornbill Festival virtually this year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The festival is also called the Festival of Festivals.  
 
It is held from December 1 to 10 every year. 
 
It showcases the culture, heritage, food and customs of Naga tribes.  
 
Quick Fact: The Chief Minister of Nagaland is Neiphiu Rio. 
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8) National Affairs 

 
Fifteenth Finance Commission Report 
 
The Fifteenth Finance Commission has submitted its report to the President of India. 
 
The Commission recommended that the states shall get 41% of central tax revenues.  
 
The commission recommended the states to keep aside at least 8% of their budget for 
building health care capacities. 
 
The Finance Commission also recommended setting up of Modernisation of Defence and 
Internal Security Fund. 
 
Quick Fact: The Fifteenth Finance Commission was headed by N K Singh. 
 
 
 
 
16th November 
 

1) Defence and Security 
 
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air-Missiles test-fired 
 
India test fired the all-weather Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air-Missiles. 
 
The test-fire was performed at the Chandipur Test Fire Range.  
 
The missile is called QRSAM and is a canister-based system. 
 
The missile has the capability of striking aerial target at a height of 15 km. 
 
Quick Fact: QRSAM consists of an Active Array Battery Surveillance Radar, a launcher and 
an active array battery multifunction radar.  
 

2) Business and Finance 
 
IFSCA approved draft banking regulations at IFSC 
 
International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) approved the International 
Financial Services Centres Authority (Banking) Regulations, 2020. 
 
The draft banking regulations approved, opens the way for making rules for the various 
aspects of banking operations that would be permissible at the IFSC. 
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Important features of the regulation includes the need to lay down the obligations for setting 
up IFSC Banking Units (IBUs). 
 
Quick Fact: The Chairman of the IFSCA is Injeti Srinivas. 
 

3) Miscellaneous 
 
World Diabetes Day: 14 November 
 
World Diabetes Day is observed globally on 14th November every year.  
 
This year, the campaign aimed to raise awareness around the crucial role that nurses play in 
supporting people living with diabetes.  
 
In 2007, the UN General Assembly had adopted resolution 61/225 designating 14 November 
as World Diabetes Day.  
 
Diabetes is a major lifestyle disease around the world and the  cause of blindness, kidney 
failure, heart attack, stroke and lower limb amputation. 
 
Quick Fact: The theme for World Diabetes Day 2020 is “The Nurse and Diabetes.”  
 

4) National Affairs 
 
Mysuru to get India’s First Sandalwood Museum 
 
India’s first Sandalwood Museum is being established at Mysuru, Karnataka. 
 
It will be established in Aranya Bhavan in Ashokapuram. 
 
The museum is set to be up by the Regional Forest Department to educate farmers about 
the significance of cultivation of sandalwood. 
 
The museum will also provide technical support, information on the availability of saplings, 
marketing facilities, pest control measures, incentives and schemes provided for sandalwood 
growers by the government. 
 
Quick Fact: The Chief Minister of Karnataka is B.S. Yediyurappa. 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
National Ayurveda Day 2020 
 
National Ayurveda Day is observed nationwide every year on the day of Dhanwantri Jayanti.  
 
The day has been observed since 2016. 
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This year the 5th Ayurveda Day falls on November 13, 2020.  
 
The main objective of this year's celebration would be the potential role of Ayurveda in the 
management of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

6) India and the World 
 
Moody’s projection for India's GDP for 2020 is at -8.9% 
 
Rating Agency Moody’s has projected the GDP of India at -8.9% for the year 2020.  
 
Earlier the GDP was projected at -9.6%.  
 
India’s GDP growth for Calendar year 2021 is projected at 8.6%  
 
Earlier, this projection was at 8.1%. 
 
Quick Fact: The President & CEO of Moody’s is Raymond W. McDaniel, Jr. 
 

7) International Affairs 
 
 15 Asian Economies sign World largest China-backed deal 
 
China and fourteen other countries have signed a deal to set up the world largest trading 
bloc. 
 
These 15 countries account to 30% of the world population and 30% of global GDP, thus 
making it the world largest Free Trade Agreement. 
 
The deal was signed on the sidelines of the online ASEAN summit. 
 
This is the first time China and Japan have reached a bilateral tariff reduction arrangement. 
 
 
 
 
17th November 
 

1) Miscellaneous 
 
National Press Day: 16th November 
 
National Press Day is observed around the country on 16th November every year. 
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The commemorates the day the Press Council of India started functioning as a moral 
watchdog to ensure that the press maintains high standards and is not constrained by any 
influence or threats. 
 
The day celebrates free and responsible press in India.  
 
The Press Council of India was formed in 1966 under the Press Council Act of 1978. 
 
Quick Fact: the First Press Commission planned to form a Press Council in 1956. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
Keetham lake added to Ramsar sites 
 
The Keetham lake in Agra of Uttar Pradesh has been added to the list of Ramsar sites.  
 
The lake is also known as Sur Sarovar. 
 
The water of the lake is obtained from Agra Canal, which originates from Okhla barrage on 
River Yamuna in Delhi. 
 
The main objective of the Ramsar list is to develop and maintain an international network of 
wetlands which are important for the conservation of global biological diversity and for 
sustaining human life  
 

3) International Affairs 
 
Tristan da Cunha becomes the largest Marine Protection Zone of Atlantic Ocean 
 
Tristan da Cunha was declared as the largest fully protected Marine reserve of the Atlantic 
Ocean.  
 
The declaration will prohibit sand extraction, bottom trawling fishing and deep-sea mining in 
more than 90% of waters of the territory. 
 
Tristan da Cunha is a small chain of islands inhabited by less than 300 humans and is 
located at 6,000 miles from London in the South Atlantic Ocean. 
 
The island is also home to World Heritage sites such as Gough and Inaccessible Islands.  
 

4) Sports 
 
F1 Turkish Grand Prix 2020 won by Lewis Hamilton  
 
Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) won the Turkish Grand Prix 2020. 
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Turkish Grand Prix 2020 was held at Istanbul Park, Turkey.  
 
Sergio Perez (Racing Point-BWT- Mexico) stood second while Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari 
finished third. 
 
With this win, Hamilton claimed the seventh Formula One championships title of his career 
to equal the record of Michael Schumacher. 
 

5) Person in News 
 
Bengali Actor Soumitra Chatterjee passes away 
 
The legendary Bengali actor Soumitra Chatterjee has passed away.  
 
He gained fame after his collaborations with Oscar-winning film director Satyajit Ray, with 
whom he worked in fourteen films.  
 
He was awarded the Padma Bhushan by the Government of India in 2004. 
 
He won the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, India’s highest award for cinema, in 2012. 
 
Quick Fact: He became the first Indian film personality to be conferred with the Ordre des 
Arts et des Lettres, France’s highest award for artists. 
 

6) Miscellaneous 
 
International Day for Tolerance: 16th November 
 
International Day for Tolerance is celebrated every year on November 16. 
 
The day is observed by the UNESCO and several other international organizations.  
 
The day is celebrated in order to increase awareness about importance of tolerance in the 
society.  
 
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution to observe the International 
Day for tolerance in 1996. 
 
Quick Fact: According to UNESCO, tolerance is an attribute that helps people to live 
together peacefully. 
 

7) Sports 
 
Government of India is set to incentivize 500 private sports academies 
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The Government of India is set to incentivize 500 private academies under Khelo India 
scheme. 
 
The announcement was made by the Union Minister of State for Sports, Kiren Rijiju. 
 
Under this model, the private academies are to be graded into different categories based on 
the quality of achievement of the players. 
 
In the first phase of implementation, monetary assistance is to be provided to 14 Olympic 
sports disciplines.  
 
Quick Fact: The Khelo India programme was launched in 2018. 
 

8) National Affairs 
 
World’s First Tram library for children launched  
 
World's first library on the tram for children was launched in Kolkata, West Bengal. 
 
The library was launched on the occasion of Children's Day. 
 
The tram is to run on Shyambazar-Esplanade and Esplanade-Gariahat routes, spanning 
across north and south Kolkata, every day from morning to evening. 
 
Quick Fact: The tram has been jointly developed by the West Bengal Transport Corporation 
(WBTC) and Apeejay Anand Children’s Library  
 
 
 
 
18th November 
 

1) Science and Technology 
 
4 astronauts launched into space by SpaceX 
 
SpaceX  launched Four Astronauts (3 Americans, 1 Japanese) to the International Space 
Station. 
 
The launch was on the first full-fledged taxi flight for NASA (National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration) by a private company.  
 
The astronauts were launched by Falcon Rocket from the Kennedy Space Center. 
 
The crew was led by Commander Mike Hopkins, Shannon Walker, Victor Glover and 
Japan’s Soichi Noguchi. 
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Quick Fact: Victor Glover is the First Black Astronaut on a long-term space station mission. 
 

2) Person in News 
 
Kris Gopalakrishnan appointed as the first Chairperson of Reserve Bank Innovation 
Hub 
 
Kris Gopalakrishnan was appointed as the first Chairperson of Reserve Bank Innovation 
Hub.  
 
Kris Gopalakrishnan is the former co-chairman and co-founder of Infosys. 
 
The Reserve Bank Innovation Hub aims to promote innovation across the financial sector. 
 
Kris Gopalakrishnan is to lead a Governing Council that will have nine other members. 
 

3) National Affairs 
 
Nitish Kumar swears-in as Chief Minister of Bihar for 7th term 
 
Nitish Kumar took oath as the Chief Minister of Bihar and began his 7th term on 16th 
November 2020. 
 
He is the Chief of Janata Dal (United) (JDU). 
 
Phagu Chauhan, Governor of Bihar, administered the oath of office and secrecy to Nitish 
Kumar at Raj Bhavan in Patna. 
 
Tarkishore Prasad and Renu Devi have been made the new Deputy Chief Ministers. 
 

4) Miscellaneous 
 
 “A Promised Land” by Barack Obama published 
 
The former President of the United States Barack Obama published a memoir called “A 
Promised Land”. 
 
The book is first of the two volumes that Obama had written during his tenure as President of 
United States which is between 2009 and 2017. 
 
The book is to be translated in several foreign languages such as Chinese, Polish, 
Vietnamese, French, German, Hungarian, Hebrew, etc. 
 
The book concludes with the killing of Osama bin Laden in 2011.  
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Quick Fact: Barack Obama was the first African-American President of United States. 
 

5) India and the World 
 
Asia's first Solar Powered Textile mill to come up in Parbhani district, Maharashtra 
 
Jai Bhawani Women cooperative textile mill has announced that the mill will soon operate on 
solar power. 
 
With this step, the mill will become the first Solar Power enabled textile mill in Asia.  
 
The mill is located in Parbhani district of Maharashtra. 
 
Parbhani district of Maharashtra is the leading cotton producing district in the state.  
 

6) National Affairs 
 
Lilavati Awards 2020 inaugurated 
 
The Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokriyal ‘Nishank’ has inaugurated the Lilavati 
Awards. 
 
The award is an initiative of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). 
 
The aim of the Lilavati Award is to recognise the efforts of AICTE affiliated institutions in 
treating women. 
 
The Lilavati Awards will be presented based on the theme of women empowerment. 
 
Quick Fact: The award has been named after the 12th century book called “Lilavati”, written 
by the mathematician Bhaskara II. 
 

7) Business and Finance 
 
SBM Bank India to launch a neo banking platform 
 
SBM Bank India has partnered with Fintech PayNearby to launch a neo banking platform.  
 
Both the firms have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to build an “open 
banking” network towards delivering basic banking solutions as well as advanced financial 
services, to their customers. 
 
The partnership enables the Bank to offer a complete suite of digital and assisted banking 
solutions through PayNearby’s network. 
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Neo bank is a type of bank that operates exclusively online, i.e., it does not have any 
traditional physical branch networks. 
 
Quick Fact: SBM Bank India is the wholly-owned subsidiary of State Bank of Mauritius  
 

8) Science and Technology 
 
L&T delivers Booster Segment, the first launch hardware for Gaganyan mission to 
ISRO 
 
Larsen and Toubro delivered a Booster Segment, the first hardware for the Gaganyaan 
Mission to ISRO.  
 
 The company delivered the module ahead of schedule. 
 
L&T provided two S200 solid rocket boosters. 
 
S200 is a high thrust solid propellant strap on booster and will provide huge thrust that is 
required for the lift off.  
 
Quick Fact: Gaganyaan is an Indian Human Spaceflight Programme that is to carry three 
astronauts to space. 
 
 
 
 
19th November 
 

1) Miscellaneous 
 
Naturopathy Day: 18th November 
 
The National Naturopathy Day is observed nationwide on 18 November every year. 
 
The day aims to promote positive mental and physical health through a drugless system of 
medicine, called as Naturopathy.  
 
The day was declared by the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, 
Siddha and Homeopathy), Government of India in 2018. 
 
Quick Fact: The Minister of State (IC) of the Ministry of AYUSH is Shripad Yesso Naik. 
 

2) International Affairs 
 
Team Halo launched by UN to counter misinformation around COVID-19 vaccine 
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The United Nations launched “Team Halo” to counter misinformation around COVID-19 
vaccine 
 
The launch was in collaboration with “the Vaccine Confidence Project” of University of 
London. 
 
Under the initiative, the scientists are to create social-media friendly videos on COVID-19 
vaccine science based on their personal experiences. 
 
Over 22 Indian scientists are part of the "Team Halo" 
 

3) Sports 
 
Novak Djokovic lifts ATP Year-end No. 1 Trophy 
 
Serbian tennis star Novak Djokovic won the ATP Tour No. 1 trophy. 
 
This is the 6th time he has won the ATP Tour No. 1 trophy. 
 
He has also become the only second player in tennis history, after Pete Sampras, to receive 
the trophy sixth time. 
 
He was awarded the trophy for finishing 2020 as the year-end No. 1 (world number one). 
 
Quick Fact: Djokovic had finished as world number one in 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2018 
and 2020. 
 

4) National Affairs 
 
Assam won best state award in fisheries sector 
 
Assam has won four awards in fisheries sector from the National Fisheries Development 
Board operating under the Ministry of Fisheries. 
 
The state received the best state award under the category of best hilly and North Eastern 
State in Fisheries.  
 
The Assam Apex Cooperative Fish Marketing and Processing Federation Limited (FISHED) 
won the first place in the category of hilly and North Eastern Government Organization.  
 
Odisha bagged the best state in marine state category. 
 
Quick Fact: The awards carry Rs 10 lakh prize money, a shawl, a certificate and a 
momento. 
 

5) India and the World 
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Four Indian Cities selected by WEF to pioneer roadmap for Smart Cities 
 
The World Economic Forum has selected 36 cities from 22 countries for pioneering a policy 
road map for smart cities. 
 
The smart cities are being developed under the G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance. 
 
Of the 36 cities, 4 are Indian cities, namely: Bengaluru, Faridabad, Indore and Hyderabad. 
 
The selected 36 cities are to collaborate with global experts and enhance their city policies in 
areas ranging from cyber security to services to be provided to physically challenged people.  
 
Quick Fact: Some of the other cities selected under the programme are Toronto, London, 
Moscow, Brasilia, Dubai, Melbourne, etc. 
 

6) Science and Technology 
 
India’s AI supercomputer is among world top 500 most power non-distributed 
computers 
 
Param Siddhi is a high-performance computing-artificial intelligence (HPC-AI) 
supercomputer that was established at C-DAC under the National Supercomputing Mission. 
 
The AI Supercomputer has secured rank 63 in TOP 500 most powerful non-distributed 
computer system list in the world. 
 
Param Siddhi was developed by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology in 
collaboration with Department of Science and Technology.  
 
The supercomputer has a speed of 5.267 petaflops. 
 
Quick Fact: One petaflop is equal to one thousand million million FLoating point Operations 
(FLOP) per second. 
 

7) International Affairs 
 
Japan and Australia sign Defence Pact in order to counter China 
 
Japan and Australia have signed the “Reciprocal Access Agreement” in order to counter the 
growing influence of China in the South China sea and in the Pacific Island Nations. 
 
The defence agreement took six years of negotiations.  
 
The agreement will bring the countries closer amidst militarization in South China sea and 
series of disputes over islands in East China sea. 
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Quick Fact: Similar to the “Reciprocal Access Agreement”, India and Australia signed the 
Mutual Logistics Support Agreement in June 2020.  
 

8) Miscellaneous 
 
World COPD Day: 18th November 
 
The World COPD Day is observed globally on November 18 every year. 
 
COPD stands for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease and it  obstructs the airflow in 
lungs. 
 
The World COPD day is observed in order to increase awareness about the chronic 
inflammatory lung condition.  
 
The World COPD day is organised by the Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Disease 
and was first marked in 2002. 
 
Quick Fact: The theme for World COPD Day 2020 is "Living Well with COPD-Everybody, 
Everywhere" 
 
 
 
 
 
20th November 
 

1) International Affairs 
 
Maia Sandu Won Moldova Presidential Election 
 
Maia Sandu has won Moldova’s presidential election against the incumbent Igor Dodon.  
 
Sandu is a former World Bank economist who favours closer ties with the European Union. 
 
Sandu won 57.7% of the total vote. 
 
Quick Fact: The capital of Moldova is Chișinău. 
 

2) Business and Finance 
 
CASA campaign launched by Karnataka Bank 
 
Karnataka Bank has launched CASA (current account, savings account) mobilisation 
campaign. 
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The campaign will run from November 17 to March 4, 2021. 
 
With this campaign, the bank intends to mobilise over 4.10 lakh current and savings 
accounts with an accretion of 650 crores of business.  
 
The objective of the Campaign is to enable the basic banking services to the unbanked(not 
use banks or banking institutions) sections of the society. 
 
Quick Fact: The headquarters of Karnataka Bank Limited  Mangaluru (Mangalore), 
Karnataka. 
 

3) National Affairs 
 
Capacity building component of PM-FME launched 
 
Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated the 
capacity building component. 
 
The component is a part of the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing 
Enterprises scheme (PM-FME Scheme). 
 
PM-FME Scheme was launched with an outlay of Rs 10,000 crore for a period of five years 
from 2020-21 to 2024-25.  
 

4) National Affairs 
 
New Scheme introduced for Wind-Solar Hybrid Park 
 
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has proposed a new scheme in order to 
develop Wind-Solar Hybrid Parks. 
 
The scheme will address the key issues faced by renewable energy projects. 
 
As per the scheme, the Wind-Solar Hybrid park will be a concentrated zone of power 
projects. 
 
The capacity of each Wind-Solar Hybrid Park is expected to be 500 MW and more.  
 
Quick Fact: In India, Wind power is mainly concentrated in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan.  
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
MPL Sports becomes the Official Kit Sponsor for BCCI 
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The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced its collaboration with Mobile 
Premier League (MPL) Sports, as the new kit sponsor and official merchandise partner for 
the Indian Cricket Team. 
 
MPL Sports has entered into a three-year agreement from November 2020 to December 
2023. 
 
MPL Sports’ collaboration with the BCCI begins with the upcoming India’s tour of Australia, 
2020-21. 
 
Apart from Team India jerseys, MPL Sports has also been authorised to sell licensed Team 
India merchandise. 
 
Quick Fact: The Co-Founder and CEO of MPL is Sai Srinivas Kiran G. 
 

6) Miscellaneous 
 
World Toilet Day: November 19 
 
The United Nations and several other international organizations observe World Toilet Day 
on November 19. 
 
The official convener of the World Toilet Day is the UN-Water. 
 
The first world Toilet Day was celebrated in 2012 
 
In India, the Union Minister of Jal Shakti is to present “Swachhata Puraskar” under the 
Swachh Bharat Mission on World Toilet Day.  
 
Quick Fact: For 2020, World Toilet Day is celebrated under the theme of Sustainable 
Sanitation and Climate Change 
 
 
 

7) Summits and Conferences 
 
India-Luxembourg Virtual Summit 
 
India and Luxembourg held the first stand alone summit in two decades on 19th November. 
 
The countries appreciated the launch of four Luxembourg satellites by Indian Space 
Research Organization. 
 
Luxembourg agreed to extend its full support to India during its term in United Nations 
Security Council (2021-22). 
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The diplomatic relations between the two countries was established in 1947.  
 
India welcomed Luxembourg’s decision of joining International Solar Alliance. 
 
Quick Fact: Luxembourg is the second richest country in the world with the average GDP 
per capita of Luxembourg is 79,593 USD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23rd November 
 

1) National Affairs 
 
National Pharmacy Week celebrated in India 
 
The 59th National Pharmacy Week was celebrated in India between November 16, 2020 
and November 22, 2020 by the Indian Pharmaceutical Association in collaboration with Delhi 
Pharmaceutical Trust. 
 
The theme of the event was Pharmacists: Frontline Health Professionals 
 
The event has been organised by the Indian Pharmaceutical Association annually during the 
third week of November 
 
Quick Fact: India is the largest provider of generic drugs to the world and meets 50% of the 
world’s vaccine demand 
 

2) Sports 
 
Daniil Medvedev wins ATP Tournament 
 
ATP tournament is the second highest tier of men’s Tennis Tournament after the Grand 
Slam. 
 
Russian tennis player Daniil Medvedev defeated the another fellow-Russian player Rafael 
Nadal to win the tournament. 
 
The tournament was held in London. 
 
Quick Fact: ATP stands for Association of Tennis Professional 
 

3) Defence and Security 
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India, Singapore and Thailand hold Naval Exercise called SITMEX 2020 
The trilateral naval exercise SITMEX was held between India, Singapore and Thailand 
 
The exercise was conducted in the Andaman Sea 
 
It aims to increase the interoperability between the three navies and enhance multifaceted 
Maritime operations. 
 

4) Environment 
 
Earth’s Sea Level Rise to be Tracked by NASA Satellite Sentinel 
 
NASA launched the Copernicus Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite to monitor Earth’s 
oceans on November 21st 2020. 
 
The launch in SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket was part of Mission Jason Continuity of Service 
 
The satellite was jointly developed by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
European Space Agency and European Organization for the Exploration of Meteorological 
satellite and French National Centre for Space Studies. 
 
Quick Fact: Michael Freilich is NASA’s retired Earth scientist and oceanographer. 
 

5) Economy 
 
RBI Mohanty Panel for Bank License to Large Corporate Houses 
 
The panel is RBI’s Internal Working Group under P K Mohanty 
 
It’s aim was to review ownership guidelines of Indian private sector banks and bank licensing 
in India. 
 
Key Recommendations: 

a) Well-established Non-Banking Finance Corporations with an asset size of Rs 50,000 
crores and above shall be considered for conversion into banks. 

b) A 3-year operational time for a Payment Bank to be converted into a Small Finance 
Bank. 

c) Large industrial houses and corporates to be allowed as promoters of banks  after 
making required amendments to the Baking Regulations Act, 1949. 

 
Quick Fact: PK Mohanty is an IAS officer with a specialisation in Economics 
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24th November 
 

1) India and the World 
 
India will host G20 Summit in 2023 
 
The G20 is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from 19 
countries and the European Union (EU).  
 
Its aim is to discuss policy pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability 
 
The host countries for future summits will be: 

a) 2020: Saudi Arabia 
b) 2021: Italy 
c) 2022: Indonesia 
d) 2023: India 
e) 2024: Brazil 

 
Quick Fact: G20, or Group of 20 was established in 1990 
 
 
 
2) Science and Technology 
 
Five technologies recommended by the Technical Committee of Jal Jeevan Mission 
 
A multi-disciplinary Technical Committee set up under the Jal Jeevan Mission has 
recommended five technologies to provide field level solutions to the states. These 
technologies are: 
 

1. Grundfos AQpure: It is a solar energy-based ultra-filtration water treatment plant. 
2. Janajal Water on Wheel: It is an Internet on Things-based, GPS-enabled technology 

for doorstep delivery of safe water. 
3. Presto Online Chlorinator: It disinfects water and removes bacterial contamination 

using a non-electricity dependent online chlorinator. 
4. Johkasou Technology:It uses advanced anaerobic-aerobic configuration for inbuilt 

water treatment 
5. FBTec: It is a decentralized sewage treatment system. 

 
Quick Fact: The Jal Jeevan Mission aims to provide household tap water connection to 
every household by 2024. 
 
3) Geography 
 
Shillong’s India-International Cherry Blossom Festival Cancelled 
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The Meghalaya government holds the Cherry Blossom Festival in early November every 
year. 
 
This year’s festival has been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 
It is the only Cherry festival being conducted in India. 
 
Quick Fact: Michigan is famous for its Cherry Blossom Festival 
 
 
 
4) Environment 
 
NGT directs States to Establish Nodal Agency for Water Body Protection 
 
The National Green Tribunal has directed all Indian states and UTs to designate a nodal 
agency to protect their water bodies.  
 
The Nodal Agencies shall hold meetings under the guidance of chief secretaries of the state. 
 
They are also required to adopt a mechanism to monitor and address related grievances. 
 
Quick Fact: The National Green Tribunal was established in 2010. 
 
 
5) International Affairs 
 
Malaysia hosts latest APEC Summit 
 
An Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation summit was recently hosted by Malaysia 
 
Notable events of the summit: 

a) The APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040 for an open, resilient and peaceful Asia Pacific 
community by 2040 was adopted.  

b) The 1994 Bogor Goals were replaced with post 2020 vision 
 
The next APEC meeting will be hosted by New Zealand. 
 
Quick Fact: India is not a full-time member of APEC, but has an observer status. 
 
 
 
 
25th November 
 

1) Environment 
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Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, UP, receives first TX2 International Award for doubling its tiger 
population 
 
The Pilibhit Tiger Reserve is located in Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The reserve and Uttar Pradesh Forest Department received the international TX2 award for 
doubling its tiger population, a feat not achieved by any other tiger range country. 
 
The partners of the award had targeted doubling of population in ten years, but the Pilibhit 
Tiger Reserve achieved this in 4 years only! 
 
Quick Fact: The tiger range countries are India, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
China, Russia, Malaysia, Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam and Nepal. 
 

2) National Affairs 
 
Aviation Awareness Week being observed in India 
 
The Aviation Awareness week is launched by Airport Authority of India between November 
23, 2020 and November 27, 2020. 
 
It is observed in all airports and locations managed by the Airport Authority of India. 
 
The aim is to generate awareness about aviation safety. 
 

3) Geography 
 
National Crisis Management Committee reviews preparedness of the states to face 
Cyclone Nivar 
 
Cyclone Nivar is predicted to hit the coastal areas of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and 
Puducherry. 
 
National Crisis Management Committee has been reviewing preparation of states to face 
this cyclone. 
 
The committee was set up by GOI and gives instructions to Crisis Management Group 
consisting of nodal officers from various ministries.  
 
The National Disaster Response Force is deployed in concerned areas. 
 
Quick Fact: The Ministry of Home Affairs is the nodal ministry to manage natural disasters 
like Cyclone Nivar. 
 

4) Person in News 
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Co-founder of ALS Bucket Challenge passes away 
 
Pat Quinn, co-founder of the social media ALS ice bucket challenge, dies in US 
 
The challenge raised more than $200 million worldwide for the disease's research. 
 
ALS is also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 
 
Quick Fact: ALS, or Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, is a nervous system disease that 
weakens muscles and impacts physical function. 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
 
International Version of UMANG Application launched 
 
UMANG stands for Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance and helps to avail 
several government services. 
 
It was launched in UK, US, Australia, Canada, Netherlands, UAE, Australia, Singapore and 
New Zealand. 
 
This move will help to take Indian culture to the world through its services. 
 
 
 
 
26th November 
 

1) Science and Technology 
 
Change-5 Lunar Mission to bring back rock samples from the moon 
 
Change-5 Lunar Mission was launched by China 
 
It's aim to is bring back lunar rock samples and aid the study of the other side of the moon. 
 
This study will make a huge impact on our pre-existing knowledge of the moon. 
 
Quick Fact: Change-5 is the first probe to land on the far side of the moon 
 

2) Defence and Security 
 
The first Varunastra, a heavy weight Torpedo, launched by DRDO 
 
Varunastra is a ship launched electrically propelled heavyweight anti-submarine torpedo. 
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It can target quiet submarines. 
 
It was developed by the BDL, Vishakhapatnam unit of Indian Navy. 
 

3) Miscellaneous 
 
Air India One's inaugural flight 
 
Air India One will be used by VVIPs like the president, vice president and prime minister of 
India. 
 
It is a B-777 aircraft with multiple defence and attack features within itself. 
 
It will be handled by the Indian Air Force unit near IGAI airport. 
 
Quick Fact: Rajdoot, Rajhans and Rajkamal are the names of the aircrafts carrying the 
President, Vice President and Prime Minister of India. 
 

4) National Affairs 
 
'Har Ghar Nal Yojana' launched in Uttar Pradesh 
 
Har Ghar Nal Yojana will ensure tap water to every household. 
 
It has been rolled out in Uttar Pradesh’s Sonbhadra and Mirzapur district. 
 
This region has water scarcity and highly polluted river and underground water. 
 

5) Defence and Security 
 
Brahmos supersonic missile test-fired successfully 
 
India test fired the land attack version of Brahmos supersonic missile successfully. 
 
The test firing was done in Andaman and Nicobar islands  
 
Its range has been extended to 400 km from 290 km, and speed to 2.8 Mach 
 
Quick Fact: Brahmos was a joint venture of DRDO and Russia 
 
 
 
 
27th November 
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1) Economy 

 
SDG Investor Map for India launched by UNDP and Invest India 
 
A sustainable development goal investor map for India has been launched by UNDP and 
Invest India. 
 
The map has laid out 18 Investment Opportunity Areas in six critical sustainable 
development goals (SDGs) given by the United Nations 
 
It will enable the factors that will help India in achieving its SDGs and will help reduce the 
SDG financing gap in the country. 
 

2) Economy 
 
Union Cabinet approves Capital Infusion of Rs 6,000 crores into NIIF 
 
Rs 6,000 crores of capital infusion has been approved for the National Infrastructure 
Investment Fund as part of the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
 
This step will create a financial pipeline of Rs 1 lakh crore. 
 
The National Infrastructure Investment Fund was set up in 2015 to increase the investment 
in Greenfield and brownfield projects. 
 
Quick Fact: The National Infrastructure Investment Fund was set up in 2015. 
 

3) India and the World 
 
India announces over 100 high-impact projects for Afghanistan 
 
The 2020 Afghanistan Conference was organized in Geneva from 23-24 November 2020 
virtually. 
 
It was co-hosted by UN, Government of Afghanistan and Government of Finland. 
 
Major takeaways were: 

a) Construction of the Shatoot Dam to provide safe drinking water to 2 million residents 
of Kabul city. 

b) The dam will be built on the Phul-e-Khumri transmission line, which was built by India 
in 2019 to provide electricity to Kabul city. 

 
Quick Fact: Pashto and Dari are the official languages of Afghanistan 
 
4) Economy 
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Cabinet approves RBI’s proposal to merge Lakshmi Vilas Bank with DBS Bank 
 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) will be merged with Singapore's DBS Bank India 
 
LVB's deposits will now be on the books of DBS India.  
 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank is the third collapse of a major deposit-taking institution in 15 months. 
 
This is the first time India has turned to a foreign entity to bail out a struggling domestic 
bank. 
 
Quick Fact: DBS Bank is from Singapore. 
 
5) Miscellaneous 
 
Delhi Crime wins Best Drama Series at the International Emmy Awards 
 
Netflix's Delhi Crime has won the Best Drama Series award at the 48th International Emmy 
Awards 2020. 
 
It is the first web-series from India to win an International Emmy Award. 
 
It is centred around the investigation of the Nirbhaya Delhi Gang-rape Case. 
 
Quick Fact: The show has been written and directed by Richie Mehta. It features actress 
Shefali Shah as the main character. 
 
 
 
 
 
28th November 
 

1) Environment 
 
India-Finland sign MoU on biodiversity conservation 
 
India and Finland have signed an MoU for biodiversity conservation and environment 
protection. 
 
As per the MoU, the two countries will exchange their best practices in related areas such as 
prevention of air and water pollution, waste management, low carbon solutions, sustainable 
management of natural resources and promotion of circular economy. 
 
It will help develop bilateral cooperation in the field of environmental protection and 
biodiversity conservation. 
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2) Economy 
 
India inaugurates RE-Invest 2020 
 
Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, inaugurated the third Global Renewable Energy 
Investment called the RE-Invest. 
 
It was organised by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. 
 
The theme of RE-Invest 2020 was Innovations for Sustainable Energy Transition. 
 

3) National Affairs 
 
National Portal for Transgender Persons launched 
 
The National Portal for Transgender Persons has been launched by GoI.  
 
The portal will help the transgender community apply for identity card and certificate online 
without a physical interface. 
 
The portal has been developed under the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 
2020.  
 

4) Economy 
 
IPPB launches PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana 
 
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima (PMJJBY) is a low-cost insurance scheme launched by 
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) 
 
It aims to bring large sections of the underserved and unserved population into the financial 
mainstream. 
 
IPPB has collaborated with PNB MetLife India Insurance Company for Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima. 
 
Quick Fact: IPPB was founded in 2018. 
 

5) Environment 
 
Ladakh gets largest solar project at Leh Indian Air Force station 
 
India's largest solar power project was set up under the ‘Make In India’ initiative at Leh IAF 
station. 
 

www.eazyprep.com 



 
The project named ‘Provision of Solar Photo Voltaic Powerplant 1.5 MW’ has been 
completed within 12 months. 
 
It is the largest installed solar project in India till date. 
 
Quick Fact: Radha Krishna Mathur is the lieutenant governor of Ladakh. 
 

6) Person in News 
 
Father of Indian IT industry FC Kohli passes away 
 
Faqir Chand Kohli, the founder and first CEO of TCS, was known as the Father of Indian IT 
Industry. 
 
He was the pioneer of India’s IT revolution. 
 
He is also a Padma Bhushan recipient. 
 
Quick Fact: TCS is the second largest Indian company by market capitalisation 
 

7) Miscellaneous 
 
Mercedes-Benz partners with SBI to target HNI customers 
 
Mercedes-Benz has partnered with State Bank of India (SBI) to offer financial benefits to the 
lender’s High Net Worth Individual (HNI) customers. 
 
This will give Mercedes-Benz access to State Bank of India’s High Net Worth Individual 
(HNI) customer base. 
 
As for SBI, its customers will enjoy exclusive benefits at the time of booking a 
Mercedes-Benz car. 
 
 
 
 
 
30th November 
 

1) India and the World 
 
India to build Shahtoot dam in Afghanistan 
 
India announced at the Geneva Donors conference that it will be constructing Shahtoot dam 
in Afghanistan. 
 

www.eazyprep.com 



 
The dam will be constructed over the Maidan river, a tributary of river Kabul in Afghanistan. 
 
The dam will provide drinking and irrigation water in Afghanistan's Kabul province. 
 
Quick Fact: India has also built the Salma dam in Afghanistan, also known as the 
Afghan-India Friendship Dam. 
 

2) Geography 
 
Shanghai becomes the most connected city in the world as per IATA 
 
Shanghai is set to be the world’s most connected city as per the International Air Transport 
Association. 
 
Earlier London was the most connected city in the world 
 
Now, Shanghai along with Beijing, Chengdu and Guangzhou have now emerged as the 
most connected cities in the world. 
 

3) Environment 
 
New Zealand government may declare climate emergency 
 
Greenpeace New Zealand has urged the New Zealand government to declare a climate 
emergency. 
 
This step has been taken in view of  loss of life due to extreme weather events and climate 
change in the country. 
 
If the parliament passes the motion, it will be a big step in bringing climate change to the 
centre of policy making. 
 
Quick Fact: Jacinda Ardern is the prime minister of New Zealand 
 

4) Science and Technology 
 
Brain Fingerprinting to be used on Hathras Rape Case 
 
Brain Fingerprinting is also known as Brain Electrical Oscillation Signature. 
 
It is a neuropsychological method used to interrogate an accused in the crime in which their 
brain responses are studied.  
 
The technique will be used in Hathras Rape case investigation. 
 

5) Environment 
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India Climate Change Knowledge Portal launched by GoI 
 
India has launched the India Climate Change knowledge portal.  
 
It will hold information about the steps taken by GoI at national and international levels to 
control climate change 
 
The eight major components of the portal are climate profile of India, India’s NDC goals, 
National Policy Framework, adaptation action, bilateral and multilateral cooperation, report 
and Publication, mitigation actions, International climate negotiations. 
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